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Aggies share their spookiest campfire stories
By Jenny Carpenter
NEWS REPORTER

A

s Halloween approaches, spooky stories could
just exist as just that — fictional stories.
But Utah State University (and Weber State
University) students have proven that fear isn’t limited
to fiction. In many experiences, supernatural happenings have haunted them, and they aren’t keeping them
a secret.
“We moved into (our) house about six years ago, and
there were several days where we
were all in the house. I wasn’t alone
at all, and then finally the kids
started school — I was still unpacking lots of things. I went into the
downstairs food storage area of our
home and felt the distinct presence
of something otherworldly, if you
will. I just had the feeling that it
was a grandma.
“Our house has been remodeled
multiple times; it’s an oldish house,
like fifty years old. And the food
storage room is the only room that
has not been remodeled. I was
down there and felt like I was being
watched — and thought there was a
little grandma there.
“Several weeks later, some people
from the neighborhood invited us
to a dinner party — and another
couple that was there, the wife said,
‘Oh, did you know that my grandpa
died in your house?’ She said, ‘A few
decades ago, your house was used
as a hospice center. They were running a hospice out of your house.’”
— Jenny Garrard, USU Kaysville
student representative
“I was reading ‘Harry Potter,’ so I was staying up pretty late. It was about 11:59 p.m. — I know that because
I had an alarm set for 11:58 to start wrapping up (my
reading). My little brother was out like a light, though.
“I was completely lucid. In fact, I was about to put in
a bookmark and go get a snack, or at least a drink of
water. So it’s 12:00, I had just turned off my alarm. I
was sitting upright in bed, book in hand, about to close
it and put in the bookmark — and the doorknob is jiggling.
“I thought it was my mom, because she said she might
just grab Wyatt (my brother) to put him back in his bed,
but my doorknob is jiggling. I was a super paranoid kid,
so I would always lock my door in case there was a murderer. Then I just hear a click.
“My mind is still reeling that it might be my mom —
but the way it was jiggling and the way there was no
knocking, no nothing, I didn’t think it was her anymore.
And the fact that it just clicked open … I was sitting
straight up, staring at the door.

“Next thing I know — I don’t know how fast it was —
but I would assume it happened in seconds, the door
just flung open, and it flung so hard it left a dent. Mind
you, my brother is still asleep during this; he did not
wake up. I lose my (mind), I’m scared, because my door
was locked, I knew that for a fact — and it just flung
open. And it wasn’t even something that wind would do,
because back in the area in California where I lived, the
wind wouldn’t be that strong enough to make the door
do that.
“So I jump out of bed as fast as I possibly can. I run
out through my doorway, upstairs — I turn on the hall-

is also friendly. I’ve had dreams where I have seen her,
and she has talked to me. She helped to warn me about
something bad going on and made me laugh. One night
I had a dream she was grabbing my shoulder, and I
could feel her.” 		
— Megan Bartschi, USU student
“The first story is during Spirit Week. We have a ghost
that haunts our house, and while we were talking about
(club trainings), it said, ‘I’m here.’ We were talking
about Pattie (the house ghost) specifically, and the Siri
(on a computer) turned on and said, ‘I’m here.’ And it
was terrifying, and everyone
was in the room — we were
all spooked.
“The second was is that
Makayla Whitney (a friend)
saw the ghost that haunts the
house standing in front of
her. That’s what she told us.
Sometimes the doors on the
kitchen cabinets just open
and close, and that’s terrifying when that happens.
“The final one that I have
was when Riley’s (a friend)
dad came over, and he senses
spirits. He saw Pattie’s picture; she was at the bottom
(below other pictures), and
he was like, ‘She doesn’t like
being there,’ and moved her
(picture) to the top — which
was freaky because Riley
hadn’t told her dad about
Pattie or anything.”
— Ella Fletcher,
USU student
“Me and my roommate
both had a dream where
there was a woman watching us in our sleep. We both woke up at the same time
at around 3 a.m. My roommate heard the woman say,
‘Wake up,’ and then we heard a knock on our window.
Note there are no trees or anything by our window that
would make that noise.”
— Claire McCallum, USU Student

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY Sam Warner

way lights, the living room lights, my mom’s bedside
light. I think I grabbed a knife too. I was in my mom’s
room; she was dead asleep too.
“The thing I remember most was that my doorway was
cold — not abnormally cold, but cold compared to the
rest of the hallway. It was weird.”
— Leo Shirley, Weber State University student
“Throughout all of my childhood, my family had a
friendly ghost. It was a trickster ghost and would open
and close doors. Whenever someone was showering, it
would come in and turn on the sink. My mom would
always see a small child running by whenever she did
dishes.
“There was one time me and my mom were in her
room, laughing. She had just gotten off her memory
foam bed and was walking towards me when a bowl of
trail mix that was in the middle of her bed flipped onto
the ground.
“At the current house I live at, we have a ghost who

Jenny Carpenter is a junior
studying journalism, Chinese
and English. In her spare time,
she loves writing novels, reading novels and watching Netflix.
— jenny.carpenter@usu.edu

By Jack Johnson
NEWS REPORTER

A

lady resides in Logan Cemetery near Utah State
University. She sits atop a stone, clutching a bunch of
flowers with one hand, the other on her forehead. This
lady is none other than the legendary Weeping Lady.
Legends of the Weeping Lady have come in many forms for
many years. USU students have always invented stories about
where she came from and what she does at night.
One such legend emerged in 1979. Ron Christiansen was a student at USU at the time. His older brother told him a story about
the Weeping Lady and the legend around her.
He said she had a child, and only four months later the child
died from a rare disease. The mother of the child erected a
monument of herself weeping on top of the grave to convey her
sorrow for the child.
The older brother continued to tell Christiansen that if they
shine their headlights onto the Weeping Lady, then she will
jump off the stone and run around, and if you shine your headlights again, she will go back to her gravestone to weep.
The older brother said you can also feel the tears on the
Weeping Lady’s cheeks.
Another student, Val Dawson, has a different legend for the
Weeping Lady from 1969. This one is more accurate to the true
story than the last.
Dawson said one of her friends told her the Weeping Lady had

a family of eight with her husband. The husband was not a good
person, and everyone in the family hated him.
One day he became ill and was on his deathbed. Right before
he died, he put a curse on the family, saying that every six
months the eldest child would die. Once all the children died,
then the mother would also die.
The family didn’t believe him until six months after his death,
when the eldest child died of pneumonia. Then six months after
that, the next eldest child died. This continued until the mother
died six months after the final child.
A grave was erected to show the grief of the mother over her
children. Dawson’s friend said you can still hear the mother
weeping over her dead children and can even feel the tears on
her cheeks.
Current students at USU have some of their own experiences.
Mara Berringer, a senior, said whatever the real story is, she
knows it has something to do with children.
“I think the statue is of a weeping woman because all her children have passed away,” she said.
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How old is too old to trick or treat?
By Carter Ottley
NEWS REPORTER

W

ith Halloween quickly approaching, many college students are asking a simple question: What will I do on
Halloween night?
Trick-or-treating is a classic Halloween activity, and an easy way
to pick up some free treats. While some college students may wonder if this is something they can fit into their plans, most feel they
are too old to participate in the tradition.
“Personally, I wouldn’t do it,” said Kyler Campbell, a USU sophomore. “If I saw someone else doing it that was a college student, I
would judge them.”
Tyson Holman, another sophomore, had a similar perspective.
“I wouldn’t do it,” he said. “I don’t judge people who do.”
While Holman or Campbell don’t plan to trick-or-treat, Campbell
does understand why people would want to be a part of the fun.
“I wish I could still do it, but I don’t know if I would feel comfortable doing it myself,” he said.
Others have refused to give the treats and candy to visitors who
they think are too old, but it is mainly a judgment call of those
handing out the candy.
Holman said the last time he went trick-or-treating, he was
around 16 or 17 years old.
“I looked super young back then, so no one denied me anything,”
he said.
However, it seems like most teenagers stop trick-or-treating
before they start getting stopped by houses.
“The determining factor is usually maturity. Once you get older,
you start going to Halloween parties and stuff,” Holman said. “You
kind of start moving away from trick-or-treating.”
In some areas, it is not completely a judgment call. Around the
country, some locations have laws restricting what ages can par-

journalism and political science.
When Carter isn’t writing for the
Statesman, he enjoys Chili’s, reading
and Imagine Dragons.
— carter.ottley@usu.edu
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Caine Lyric Theatre deemed structurally unsound
By Leah Call
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

O

pen since 1913, Logan’s Caine Lyric Theatre has
been a historic and prominent part of the community. Over 200 productions have been performed
there, and half a million patrons have filled the auditorium seats for over one hundred years.
Located on 28 W Center St., the theater stands in Logan’s designated theater district, which is comprised of
the Caine Lyric Theatre, the Utah Theatre and the Ellen
Eccles Theatre. The Lyric Theatre can hold 350 people.
In the late 1950s, the building went into disrepair and
was not used to its full potential. The building suffered
from holes in the roof and water damage due to rainfall.
A remodel of the auditorium was proposed in 2000 by
artistic director Sid Perkes. Funding was set aside by the
Marie Eccles Caine Foundation for structural upgrades.
Everything from the stage forward was renovated; a
building with a bathroom, reception area and dressing
rooms were also constructed.
Presently, the stage and back of the building are from the
original 1913 structure. For some time, the Caine College
of the Arts wanted to complete the renovation Perkes
began in 2000 and reinforce the stage area.
The Utah State University facilities department has been
looking into ways to fund the renovations and has investigated whether the original sections of the building are
structurally sound. It was determined that it would not be
safe to operate out of the theater during the 2022 winter
season.
The Lyric Repertory Company, a professional theater
company in residence at USU, only performs at the Lyric
Theatre during the summer. They will resume their usual
schedule for the summer of 2023.
Other shows previously scheduled to perform at the Lyric
Theatre are rescheduled for the spring semester, but it is
unclear whether the theater will be open at that point.
Nicholas Morrison, the interim dean of the Caine College
of the Arts, explained they are erring on the side of caution and said it is in the best interest of the students to
complete the restoration before reopening the theater.
“Hopefully we’ll be able to start doing some things to
make it usable year-round and a better working space
for our student actors,” he said. “It’s the students that it’s
designed for.”
The Lyric Rep, founded by Utah State theater professor
William Vosco Call in 1967, has produced musicals and
productions for more than fifty years. Call had wanted
a space to hold student productions, and he was able to
acquire the theater as a university building.
A repertory company is one that routinely performs
works from its repertoire, or list of plays, rotating produc-

The Lyric Theatre on Center St. in Logan is temporarily closed due to structural integrity problems.

tions every few days.
The Lyric Rep will be performing Charles Dickens’ “A
Christmas Carol” from Dec. 2-17. The show has been
relocated to the Ellen Eccles Theatre due to the closing of
the Lyric Theatre for the winter.
The USU Department of Theatre Arts also operates out
of the Morgan Theatre and the Black Box Theatre, both
located in the Chase Fine Arts Center on campus, where
five to six productions are put on every year.
Advanced theater students in the CCA have the opportunity to learn from and work alongside professional members of the Actors’ Equity Association at the Lyric Theatre,
as well as the Lyric Rep.
“That’s why these facilities exist. It’s to give our students
experience before they go out into the professional world,
so they already have experience working professionally,”
Morrison said.
Nicole Frederick, a student involved in the theater arts
department, said theater changed her life. She has been
able to understand other people’s stories through theater.
“There’s so much material out there that people don’t
even know about,” Frederick said. “It’s an opportunity

PHOTO BY Paige Johnson

to entertain and educate, and to experience and express
with people around you. It’s a very community-based
form of art.”
For more information or to purchase tickets for a production, go to cca.usu.edu/theatre/index.

Leah Call is a junior pursuing her degree in print
journalism. In her free time she loves finding new
music to jam to and is always on the lookout for
the perfect iced chai tea.
— A02395831@usu.edu
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By LeiLoni De Pew
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

L

aughter comes from an empty room. The
lights flicker. Something falls. A child
runs through the hall, then disappears
into thin air. Stories such as these, those of
spirits trapped on Earth, are often shared
throughout the month of October.
One group of passionate storytellers has taken
it upon themselves to join in this effort of sharing stories of the great beyond. Members of
the Bridgerland Chapter of the Utah Storytelling Guild come together each year in Logan,
to share bone-chilling tales of suicide, murder
and tragic accidents that have supposedly left
the spirits of those involved to dwell on Earth.
Ted Erekson, a professional storyteller and
member of the guild, said they share different
stories each year, though the story of Everett,
who is a permanent resident of the
Caine Lyric Theatre, tends to be
told year after year.
The story, as Erekson tells it, goes
like this: a man named Everett was
cast to play the second gravedigger
in Hamlet. Everett wanted to make
the best of the role, and got all the
laughs, even though he did not
have any lines. The actor playing
the first gravedigger was jealous
and murdered Everett one night
after performing at the theatre.
Many since have reported out of
the ordinary experiences, such
as hearing laughter when they
messed up lines, seeing someone
walking on the catwalk, or even
seeing blood stains on the stage.
Erekson shared that a small fire
once started backstage during a
performance, and the audience
and actors say they saw a young
man run across the stage in Shakespearean garments, put out the
fire, then disappear.
Erich Olschewski, who was house
managing at the Caine Lyric
Theatre during the tours on Oct.
14, shared that he experienced the
lights in the basement flicker on
Top: An old document is shown on a Ghost Tour. Bottom: Erekson tells a story on a Ghost Tour.

and off without explanation.
For those scared of ghosts, don’t worry “The
ghosts here, at least as far as we can tell, are
harmless,” Erekson said.
Other stories told this year include the haunted
tree cursed by a supposed witch, a young boy
named Scoot who haunts the area around the
Crepery, and the ghost currently haunting the
location that used to house the Thatcher Opera
House.
DeAnn Johnson, an assistant with the ghost
tours, said that while some of the stories may
seem hard to believe, they are all documented
and based on facts.
“Part of the folklore and the storytelling is the
‘is it real or is it made up?’ but every story is
based on facts,” Johnson said. “Something people have shared. It may have been from a family
member passed down through four generations.
Like Everett here. We’ve got the
playbill. We’ve gotten notes from
the actors that were with him,
so they’ve been able to document that something really did
happen.”
Those interested in hearing
these stories for themselves can
attend a ghost tour any Friday
or Saturday evening throughout
the month of October.
Visit logandowntown.org/ghosttour.html for more information
or to buy tickets.

LeiLoni De Pew is a freshman
studying theatre education and
ASL. When she is not writing,
she enjoys watching and researching Disney and participating in theatre productions.
PHOTOS BY Sam Warner

— A02384515@usu.edu
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Olivia Wilde got that salad dressing
recipe from Nora Ephron’s “Heartburn.”
Nora Ephron wrote “Hartburn” because
Carl Bernstein cheated on her. Carl
Bernstein is famous for breaking
Watergate. So, if you think about it, it’s
really all Richard Nixon’s fault.

girl who’s always on the aggie
shuttle with me has a new stanley
mug and i can see a change in her
countenance. honestly good for
her

thank you conan gray for reminding
me that i’m sad and that there’s something clinically wrong with me
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USU’s Women in Aviation Club: L
Taking the year and air by storm
By Leah Call
LIFESTYLES STAFF REPORTER

U

tah State University’s chapter of Women in
Aviation is working to reach out to the next
generation of female aviators.
USU’s chapter of Women in Aviation has been active since 2016. The club started with 10 members
and is up to 60 with various levels of engagement.
The club offers volunteer opportunities and allows
flexible attendance for members.
Audrey Gass, a USU student and president of the
chapter, is an aviation technology major. As president, she plans meetings, organizes events and
coordinates community outreach.
“We have a really big aviation program here,” Gass
said. “I think it’s a really good way to get more females involved in the aviation industry. I’m not exactly sure on the number, but I believe around 4%
of airline pilots are female, which is really low, and
we have a significantly higher number of women in
our program at the university, so we try to create a
community for them to encourage us to help each
other out, keep going and not give up.”
The club holds biweekly board meetings to plan
activities and community events. There are currently six board members, and the two club advisors
are Amy Monson and Baron Wesemann.
The annual Girls in Aviation Day was hosted by
the club in September. Over 40 volunteers and
100 young girls ages 8-18 met at the Logan-Cache
Airport to participate in activities, visit information booths and become familiar with aviation and
being a pilot.
There is also an upcoming Women in Aviation International Conference held for the entire international organization. Various chapters meet around
the country. Last year’s conference was held in
Nashville, Tennessee, and this year it is being held
in Long Beach, California. USU will send a few representatives to network and gain more experience.
USU students have been attending the conference
for about 10 years, even prior to the official establishment of the USU chapter of Women in Aviation
in 2016.
In an interview conducted over the phone, Monson said it was necessary to have this organization
as a resource to women pursuing aviation-related
PHOTO BY Kate Smith
careers.
Women in Aviation Board members after a meeting. Club president Audrey Gass stands in the center.
“The organization aims to get more women involved with aviation in general, and especially in
of women in all aviation career fields and interests.”
To join Women in Aviation or learn more about the USU
those positions that are more traditionally held by
The organization relies on fundraising events and grants
chapter, contact Audrey Gass at a02348078@usu.edu.
men such as, you know, piloting, mechanic, engineering
to support training and travel expenses.
and STEM fields,” Monson said. “They are just interested
“I’ve met so many great people and had so many great
in getting women involved in all aspects of aviation.”
opportunities thanks to Women in Aviation,” Monson
— A02395831@usu.edu
According to the organization’s mission statement, they
said.
are “dedicated to the encouragement and advancement

By Savannah Burnard
GUEST REPORTER

T

he recent opening of Country No Nonsense
Coffee at Willow Park has stirred up activity
owners and investigators believe could be due
to paranormal entities.
In April, after purchasing and renovating the batting
cages at Willow Park to include a coffee shop, owner
Sarah Avalos noticed unusual activity happening,
such as music turning on and off by itself and batting
helmets falling off their pegs. She reached out to
Spiritus Raeda Paranormal in August, and after the
team investigated the shop, they said it is haunted.
“You can never say 100%, but it’s definitely haunted,” said Neicole Teare, the founder of Spiritus
Raeda.
The team led a public ghost hunt on Sept. 8 and
plans to keep leading them every weekend in October, Teare said.
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
“We’re skeptics, and that’s the way it should be —
otherwise you think everything is paranormal,” Teare Country No Nonsense Coffee is located at Willow Park in Logan, Utah. The buildsaid. “Sometimes it makes people mad because they ing was originally a storage shed but has been converted into a coffee shop.
want it to be paranormal, but we’re like, ‘No, it’s
electronic devices. It uses a digital bank for words and
probably this,’ and when they argue with me, I’m
voices, Teare said. She said an information technology
like, ‘Why did you call me in? You want me to just
person confirmed Phasmabox is not connected to the
validate you, basically.’”
internet.
Some of the things happening at the shop occurred
At the event, laughs, growls, a train horn and a ringbecause of wiring issues, Teare said. However, there
ing
bell were heard on the Phasmabox.
were certain things happening she said didn’t make
Stock said he never really believed in anything parasense, such as the motion lights turning on randomly
normal. However, throughout his life he had experiat night.
In a text interview with Anthony Stock, a participant ences that he couldn’t explain.
After the event, Stock said, “I definitely believe that
in the first public investigation, he said the motion
some sort of being was there with us. If not one, then
lights turned on for his group.
multiple.”
“No one was outside when this happened, and it
Mandee Christensen, the co-founder of Spiritus Raedidn’t just happen once or twice. It happened four
da,
said the group wants their guests to feel comforttimes,” Stock said.
able with them.
The team separated participants into two groups at
“We’ll break the ice for guests who are not sure if
the event and used equipment to interact with spirits
in the coffee shop and batting cages and outside near they want to participate, so they can have the best
experience and interact with us,” Christensen said.
the lake.
To reserve a spot in a tour, Avalos said to message
One piece of equipment the team used was PhasmaCountry No Nonsense Coffee on Facebook. The cost
box, a digital voice box that can be downloaded on
is $20 per person, and the tours will run every Friday
and Saturday night until the end of October from 8-10
p.m. The shop is located in Logan at 565 W. 700 S.

Kyle Brenchley is a senior studying
communications and journalism. His show,
Monday Morning Show, plays Mondays at 8
a.m. He plays his favorite throwback songs
from the 70s and 80s. Get ahead and start
your week off right by tuning into his show
on Aggie Radio 92.3.

Careless Whisper
George Michael

You’re the Only Woman
Ambrosia

Every Time You Go Away
Paul Young

Digging Your Scene
The Blow Monkeys

Say It Isn’t So
@zo1oft
Daryl Hall & John Oates
Savannah is a current junior at USU. She loves
to workout, read and explore new places.
PHOTO BY Bailey Rigby
Country No Nonsense Coffee manager Gretchen Zitting prepares ingredients
at the shop on Tuesday, Oct. 18.

— savannah.burnard@usu.edu

Watching the tl try and break down the
Harry Styles Chris Pine spitting allegations like its the assassination of JFK
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USU Volleyball’s undersized big-hitter

Outside hitter Shelby Capllonch serves during the Boise State game on Oct. 11.

By Nathan Dunn
SPORTS REPORTER

D

PHOTO BY Sam Warner

uring the offseason, Utah State Volleyball
lost outside hitter Kristy Frank to the transfer
portal. Her departure left USU looking for
a veteran outside hitter to fill her shoes. They didn’t
have to go far to find their next key piece. In fact, they
stole one from a conference foe.
Shelby Capllonch, an outside hitter from Honolulu,
Hawaii, was playing at UNLV. While there, Capllonch
had 645 kills and helped the Rebels win the 2021
Women’s National Invitational Championship. But
after three seasons, she transferred to Utah State.
“I felt like I wasn’t connecting with the UNLV team,”
Capllonch said.
Capllonch also said it was hard to live in a big city
like Las Vegas.
“I wanted to live in a place where I could feel safe
being home alone or to be able to go to the store
alone,” Capllonch said.
This season at Utah State, Capllonch has posted 168
kills and 208 digs, stats that place her second on the
team, and she leads the team with 25 aces.
“I started playing volleyball when I was just four. I
started playing with a club at 10 years old,” Capllonch
said. “When I was in seventh grade, I realized I could
play volleyball DI. That’s when I started taking it
seriously.”
Capllonch got her first official college offer when she
was a sophomore at Damien Memorial School.
“Shelby is a baller,” head coach Rob Neilson said.
“She does so many things well. She defends well, passes well and has a big arm. She plays in big moments,
and she isn’t afraid of them. It was a great get for us.”
Typically, outside hitters with “big arms” as Neilson
described are taller. What makes Capllonch so fascinating is that she is only 5’8”, which is considered to be
undersized by many in the volleyball world.
“I am a scrappy girl. I am going against girls who are
all 6’4”, and it’s tough,” Capllonch said with a laugh.
“I had to focus and train a lot more than other people
would. I know people who would be 6’2” and would
get scholarships just because they’re tall, where I am
working my butt off to get recognized.”
Neilson said Capllonch makes up for her height with
skill.
“Volleyball is a game of positioning, timing and skill.
Shelby has all three of those things,” Neilson said. “We
love having players who are undervalued —she proves
herself time and time again.”
Neilson said Capllonch was voted to be a captain by
her teammates in her first season at Utah State.
Capllonch, who is over 3,000 miles away from her
home city, said being far away isn’t as hard as she
thought.
“I actually like being alone,” Capllonch said. “I feel
like I am an independent person.”
Capllonch mentioned that her mother, Kim, moved
to St. George when she was in her freshman year and
still comes to almost every game. Her father, Eric, still
lives in Hawaii.

er had that at UNLV,” Capllonch said. “Singing songs at
the football games and basketball games where it is so
loud —I love it.”
Looking to win their second consecutive Mountain
West regular season championship, Capllonch and
the Aggies currently sit tied for fifth place with eight
games remaining in the regular season.

This Week in
Aggie Athletics

Golf

Monday and Tuesday: Oral Roberts
Invitational
Tulsa, Oklahoma

Nathan Dunn is a junior majoring in communications
studies. This weekend, Nathan accompanied the football
team to “Laradise,” the colloquial, sarcastic nickname of
the city home to the University of Wyoming.
— nathan.dunn@usu.edu
@NateDunnUSU

Volleyball
Tuesday: @ Boise State
7 p.m., Boise, Idaho
Saturday: vs. UNLV
1 p.m., Wayne Estes Center

Soccer

Thursday: vs. Boise State
4 p.m., Chuck and Gloria Bell Field

Cross-Country
Friday: Mountain West Championships
Laramie, Wyoming

Basketball
PHOTO BY Sam Warner
Outside hitter Shelby Capllonch sets up for a hit
during the UVU game on Sept. 13.
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“I liked when I moved
to Vegas my mom was
still just two hours
away. Still made me
feel like I had that
connection,” Capllonch
said. “When I was going
to my second half of my
junior year, I thought I
could move maybe even further from them.”
Being so far away from her hometown and family hasn’t
been the only adversity that Capllonch has faced.
“My knee is shredded,” Capllonch said, describing a past
injury. “I tore my shoulder where it wasn’t enough to do
surgery but still enough to hurt. I always thought if I
should stop playing to let my body rest, but then
I think, ‘I have two
years. Might as well
finish.’”
Despite
a heavy
injury list,
Capllonch
said she
wanted
to prove
to herself she
can finish her career.
“I just can’t imagine
myself pulling out
and quitting. I would
be so mad at myself,”
Capllonch said. “I love
the sport and I love my teammates.”
Capllonch said she doesn’t really
know what life will be like outside
of sports, but she is excited to see
what it brings.
“I have wanted to become a veterinarian and I want to join that program
when it opens up here,” Capllonch said.
Some athletes can feel remorse after
leaving programs they have been with for
so long, but Capllonch doesn’t regret her
decision to come to Utah State.
“I love this place,” Capllonch said. “I love
that it’s a dog town because I have two dogs at
home.”
Capllonch takes care of Ice, her pitbull, and
Xyna, a golden retriever who she adopted in Logan outside of WinCo.
Capplonch also appreciates “that relationships
are actually a thing here.”
“In Vegas, everyone wants to be single, so it’s nice
coming here and being able to come here and talk
to people about relationships,” Capllonch said.
Capllonch said she also loves the small town feel of
Logan.
“I live five minutes from the campus, where in Vegas
I lived 30 minutes from campus,” she said.
In just half a season at Utah State, Capllonch has
already made lifetime memories in an Aggie uniform.
“I was starstruck to see people at our spring game. It’s
crazy how people came to support us like that; we’ve nev-

Friday: Women’s Basketball
vs. Fort Lewis College (Exhibition)
6 p.m., Dee Glen Smith Spectrum
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By Heidi Bingham
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Heidi Bingham is a junior majoring in journalism with a social media emphasis and a minor
in marketing. She is from a small town called
Hooper. Along with taking photos, she enjoys hiking with her dog Milo, thrifting, going to concerts
and playing soccer.
— A02396137@usu.edu
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Weakland: USU needs to match
what off-campus employers pay

I

am one hell of a hard
worker.
I’m always diligent.
I go above and beyond.
I never stop showing my
dedication. And when my
boss says “jump” I don’t just
say “how high?” I asked
where the nearest bridge is.
I work on campus.
For now.
But my pay is about
half of what I could make
off-campus, so I’m looking
for another opportunity.
And I’m not alone.
Right now, scores of jobs
are going unfilled at Utah
State University because
these positions pay so poorly.
If Utah State wants to keep
great workers like me, it’s
going to have to pony up.
Sam Gardner, a USU junior,
has worked both on and off
campus during his schooling.
He currently works on campus
teaching piano lessons for $15
an hour and for a call center
in Logan where he makes
about $25.
“Working on campus is ridiculous,” Gardner said. “The
university simply does not pay
enough, even when you have
an advanced skill set. That’s
when I decided I needed to
work off campus.”
Utah State’s full-time tuition
rate before aid and fees is
$3,694 for in-state students
or $11,652 for out-of-state
students. That’s among the
lowest public university
tuition in the nation, but still
much more expensive than
most students can afford without a job.
Trenton Peters, a USU
senior, saved up money from
a summer job before coming
to USU.
“I was influenced to get a
job because I knew that my
savings wouldn’t alone be able
to support me if I didn’t want
to take out loans,” Peters said.
The starting pay for a receptionist job at Northwood
Rentals is $13 an hour. It’s
$15 an hour at Mountain
View Veterinary Health Cen-

Q: Dear Aggie,
I met someone and am very interested in
them. We have gone out on fun dates, and
we want to be in a relationship. However,
I just found out they have dramatically
opposite political beliefs than me. I am
willing to have open and honest conversations about this, but I don’t know how to
approach it. Help!
— Concerned Crush
ter. And Logan Mental Health
and Wellness pays between
$14 and $18 an hour.
As a part-time receptionist
on campus, I make $10 per
hour. Conservatively speaking,
the difference between what
I make on campus and what
I could be making off campus
is hundreds of dollars each
month.
Due to this pay gap, many
on-campus positions are not
getting filled. On Handshake,
an app on which students can
see on-campus job listings,
there are currently openings
for 93 different jobs.
Working on campus does
give students the flexibility to
create a schedule around their
schooling. It also makes getting to and from work easier
for students, especially those
without vehicles.
But for several hundred
dollars more a month, those
are advantages I’m willing to
forego.
Students are unlikely to get
through college without going
into debt if they are only making $10 an hour.
If USU wants to keep employees like me, it’s going to
need to match what off-campus employers are paying.
Keianah Weakland is a second-year student planning on
majoring in human development and family studies with a
minor in journalism.
— A02367276@usu.edu

DEAR CONCERNED:
If you approach a political conversation in a direct, partisan way (ie, ‘So I’ve
heard you’re a Democrat,’ or ‘I saw your
bumper sticker – are you a Republican?’),
it’s not likely to go over well, or at least
not productively. Instead, think about
bringing it up in relation to something
happening in your life or in the Logan
area. If you’re voting in the upcoming
elections, mention something about your
ballot when it comes in the mail, and
then ask them if they’re registered to
vote. You could bring up a topic from a
recent lecture that you’ve been thinking
about, or mention something you heard
in the news.
You can also try approaching the
conversation topically. Even if you hold
strong beliefs about a certain subject,
you’ve probably considered exceptions
to the rule or complicated circumstances
where you don’t have a great answer. After briefly explaining what you currently
think or understand about a situation or
issue, ask them what they think. Offering up those quandaries for discussion
can be a good way to learn more about
what this person actually thinks, rather
than what their party affiliation might
associate with them. Plus, acknowledging from the beginning that the topic is
something you’re unsure of the answer
on will encourage humility and honesty
in the conversation.
Plan to talk next time you take a trip up
the canyon or down to Salt Lake – I usually find that tough conversations go better in the car. Neither one of you would
be forced to hold eye contact, which can
make conversations more intimidating,
and you can have some music on in the

background to ease any tension. A casual
circumstance like a car ride will lower
the conversation from a formal inquiry to
a genuine conversation.
Whenever you have this conversation, pay attention to how this person
responds. If they become angry, dismissive, or accusatory, or if they disengage
entirely, be aware. If they engage in a
respectful, considerate way, take heart.
Demonstrating a willingness to discuss
complicated issues means they have more
in common with you than not.
Since you took the time to write in, I
can tell that you value this potential relationship enough to look beyond your first
impressions of their political beliefs, and
I commend you for that. In having these
open and honest conversations, keep in
mind that political beliefs and ethical
values are two different things. It is possible to have a fulfilling relationship with
someone who holds differing political
beliefs; it is far more difficult to connect
in that way with someone who holds
different morals. Although you might
enjoy their company, trying to develop a
romantic relationship with someone who
doesn’t understand you or what’s important to you is exhausting and unfulfilling.
Communication can bridge the political
gap, but comprehension is needed to
bridge an ethical one. So, don’t feel bad
about stepping away if you find out this
person isn’t compatible with you in the
way you expected – it’s better to make
an informed decision to back off than to
move forward with only assumptions.
Best of luck!
Dear Aggie is the Statesman’s anonymous advice column. Send any burning
questions or restless thoughts to
dearaggie@usustatesman.com.
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Last week’s solution:

Sudoku puzzles are provided by
www.sudokuoftheday.com.

Clarksburg-Breslaw-Stoneleigh


 

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR
SUMMER 2023 AND SCHOOL YEAR 2023 AND 2024


• Single Student Apartments
• Across the Street From Campus
• Private Bedrooms & Bathrooms
• Desk, Bed & Bookcase in Each Bedroom
• Large Closet & Vacuum Included
• Fully Furnished
• Modern Kitchen Facilities
• Washer & Dryer in Each Apartment
• Cable TV
• Living Room with TV, DVD, VCR & Fireplace
• No-Hassle Private Parking
• Central Heating & Air Conditioning
• High Speed Wireless Internet

Contact Darla (435) 770-0900
www.cbsapartments.com
darladclark@comcast.net

Clarksburg

677 East 600 North

Breslaw

679 East 600 North

Stoneleigh

675 East 600 North
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OUR
DOORS
ARE
OPEN.

GET CARE.

